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Defending the Faith with a Broken Sword: Part |

The New Testament makes it abundantly clear that
Christians are to proclaim the gospel of God in a loving and
positive way.

We are to expose every rational creature to the good
news regarding the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus of
Nazareth. We should assume that each person that we en-
counter is an honest soul until he or she demonstrates that
such is not the case.

Like the Lord, our mission is to seek those who are lost
(Lk. 19:10).

There is another side of the picture, though. We also
have the awesome responsibility of opposing every false way.

The Bible instructs Christians to defend the gospel
(Phil. 1:16), to contend earnestly for the faith (Jude 3), to re-
prove, rebuke and exhort (2 Tim. 4:2), and to give answer to
those who inquire about our hope (1 Pet. 3:15). Elders of
Christ’'s church must convict the gainsayers and stop the
mouths of deceivers (Tit. 1:9-11).

It is a fundamental fact that one can preach the truth,
and nothing but the truth, the entirety of his life, and not be
right with God — if he does not also stand against error. It is
not enough just to be positive.

In our defense of the faith, however, we must maintain
the highest level of integrity. Our argumentation must be hon-
est and it must be sound. Any person who knowingly employs
a fallacious argument in defense of some biblical truth is un-
worthy of the name of Christ. Truth does not need the support
of misapplied scripture and invalid reasoning. It can stand on
its own.

There are occasions, though, when sincere people,
who are honestly attempting to defend a valid biblical truth,
unknowingly employ unsound argumentation in the process.
Perhaps many of us have discovered, in retrospect, that we
have made these sort of mistakes. When such is the case, we
will resolve to never repeat them — no matter how flashy or
impressive the argument appears to be. Virtue demands that
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we attempt to prove our position correctly.

In a series of several articles, we propose to discuss
some of the exegetical mistakes which we believe some sin-
cere students of scripture have made in their zealous efforts to
defend certain biblical truths. We trust our readers will find
these studies of interest and profit.

Compromising Genesis

One of the crucial ingredients of the theory of evolution
is “time.” Dr. Robert Jastrow, an evolutionist, has asserted that
“the key to Darwin’s explanation is time, and the passage of
many centuries.” Professor George Wald of Harvard stated
that time is the “hero” of the evolutionary plot! Accordingly, we
are told that the Universe is approximately 20 to 30 billion
years old and that man has been upon the planet for some 3 to
4 million years.

Unfortunately, many religionists have fallen victim to
this evolutionary propaganda. Realizing that a literal view of
Bible chronology cannot be harmonized with the evolutionary
time-frame, some have resorted to ill-conceived interpretative
methods in their attempt to relieve the scriptures of what they
perceive as an insurmountable difficulty. For example:

1. ltis argued that there is a vast gap between Genesis 1:1
and 1:2, which allows for billions of years of earth history.

2. ltis alleged that the “days” of the creation week are not
actual days, but symbolic “days” consuming eons of time.

3. Some suggest that the “days” of the creation week are not
time indicators at all; rather, they are simply six outline
points in the author’s great mythological drama.

None of the foregoing views is accurate. And as well-
meaning as some of the advocates of these theories may be,
the Bible does not need such specious defenses. The fact of
the matter is:
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Welcome Guests

We are so glad that you decided to visit
Port Orchard Church of Christ this morn-
ing! Since you took this step to join us for
worship, we would like to extend to you a
warm welcome. Wherever you are this
morning, as we lift worship to God, we
pray that you are able to leave feeling uplift-
ed, convicted, or encouraged in your faith.

We seek to worship God like the first cen-
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tury church did, with a sense of awe and
with a fear of the Lord. Some things we do
might seem old fashioned or traditional, but

we want you to know that at its core, it is
for the praise of God’s glory.

You are not required to do anything weird

or ostentatious. YWe hope that you feel free
to join us in worshipping God to the best of
your abilities. If you have any specific needs,

we have a ministry staff that would love to
connect with you. Ask the people sitting
around you for names of the ministry staff
and to point them out!

Once again, we are so happy to have you
here worshipping with us and we hope this
is a chance to worship God in a deep and
meaningful way.

Port Orchard News and Events
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Lisa Bratcher

Sunday Preview

Darrell Fry will be giving the sermon this Sunday. Service begins at

10:45.We hope to see you here!

Happy Birthday!

July-Yvonne Lawrence-16, Peggy Hall-19, Dale Sanders-19, Sharon
McDaniel-23, Luke Orser-25,Trent Herbert-27

Last Sunday

Bob McDaniel gave the sermon last Sunday. If you would like to
listen to sermons from other dates, go to pococ.weebly.com/

teachings.html

Sunday Evening Worship
When: 6:00pm
Where: POCOC Auditorium
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VBS Supplies Collection

Please keep in mind the VBS supplies drive we are running in
the foyer and return your donations by August |8th.Thank you
so much for the supplies we have already received.Your dona-

tions are a blessing to our children and our teachers.

Garage Sale Help
Sale Dates: (Friday & Saturday) July 26th and 27th, August 2nd and

3rd

Before the Sale: We are in need of volunteers to mark garage
sale items with prices, sort items, and organize. Please advertise by
word of mouth and prayer for a successful sale.

During the Sale: We are also in need of volunteers on the dates
of the sale to set-up (7:00am to 9:00am) and to put things back into
the garage after (4:00pm and later). We need volunteers to work
the sale as well and we are looking for someone who is good at
handling cash to be the money changer.

After the Sale: On August 3rd, we will need to help packing up
the leftovers.

Proceeds will go towards replacing our air conditioners.

VBS Teachers and Helpers Meeting
When: Sunday, July 21|st after services in Fellowship Hall

Lunch will be provided.
Topic: Going over daily schedule, planning for rehearsals and VBS

set-up, who is doing what clarification, supplies we have already and
what we still need, snacks, skit rehearsal planning, etc.

Change for Children

Please finish filling your change cans for Mountain States Children’s
Home. The goal is $62,000 to offset costs for clothing and perisha-
ble food items. Please remember to return your cans to the church
building by August 11, 2019. Your change adds up to make a
big difference in a child’s life!

Our Prayer List

Healing:

Clyde Griffin, Sandi Warner, Kelli
Keagle, Frankie Gower’s sister Linda,
Rachel Karn

Encouragement:

Larry & Colleen Trail, Family of Con-
nie Kirk, Family of Judith Easton,
Caleb Smith, Sarah Benjamin, DBCC
Campers, Penny Mitchell (surgery),
Chris & Lilly Mitchell for a Healthy
Baby, John Bickel, Tiny Village Team,
Our Congregation

Traveling:

Other:

Northwest Mission, For those who
fear the possible Tiny Cabin Village,
Our families, nation, President Trump
and leaders. Our ministries, Deacons
& Congregation.

July 14,2019
Worship: 82

Class: 48
Offering: $2,970.00



(Continued from page 1.)

1. There is absolutely no scientific
method that infallibly dates the his-
tory of the earth at billions of years.
All of the radio-metric dating tech-
niques are buttressed
with uniformitarianism, assumptions
that are designed to support the
evolutionary time scale. Did you
know that the estimated age of the
earth has doubled approximately
every twenty years over the past
century?

2. [T]here are many scientific evidenc-
es which suggest that the earth is
relatively young.

3. A consistent and sensible approach
to the scriptures will not permit the
type of fanciful textual manipulation
required by the theories mentioned
above.

No “Reverend” Clergymen

Unlike denominational clergy-
men, gospel ministers do not wear the
title “Reverend.”

Why not? The answer sometimes given
is this:
“The word ‘reverend’ is
found but once in the en-
tire Bible, Psalm 111:9. —
‘Holy and reverend is his
[God’'s] name.” That sa-
cred title must not be tak-
en from the Lord and ap-
plied to man.”

Though a desire to pre-
serve the uniqueness of Jehovah
is certainly admirable, this meth-
od of defending the Creator’s
honor is fallacious for the follow-
ing reasons.

If one contends that
“reverend” cannot be applied to
man because it is used of God,
he should argue similarly for the
term “holy” in the same passage.
Yet, clearly, the word “holy” is
frequently used of men in the
scriptures (see Heb. 3:1; 2 Pet.
1:21).

Whereas the English
word “reverend” is found but
once in our common versions,
various forms of the original He-
brew term are frequently applied
to men in the Old Testament.
The term simply means to fear,
i.e., to reverence or respect.

It is used of revering
one’s parents (Lev. 19:3). The
word is applied to Moses and
Joshua (Josh. 4:14), and to Sam-

uel (1 Sam. 18:29). In the New
Testament, Paul instructs that a
Christian wife should “reverence’
her husband (Eph. 5:33). One
who lives in such a way as to be
worthy of the respect of his fel-
lows is reverend.

Our opposition to the
wearing of “Reverend” as a reli-
gious title is this: it creates an
artificial class distinction which is
unknown to the New Testament.

This principle was dealt
with by Christ in Matthew 23:8-9,
when He said:

“But be not ye called Rab-
bi: for one is your teacher,
and all ye are brethren.
And call no man your fa-
ther on the earth: for one
is your Father, even he
who is in heaven. Neither
be ye called masters: for
one is your master, even
the Christ.”

Albert Barnes noted that
such a title as “Doctor of Divini-
ty,” as applied to ministers of the
gospel, violates these prohibi-
tions. We do not believe that the
use of “Doctor” or “Professor” is
wrong in a medical, scientific, or
academic context. Such titles,
though, are not appropriate with-
in the setting of a religious at-
mosphere.

Those who refer to the
apostles as “St. Paul,” “St. Pe-
ter,” etc., likewise err in this re-
spect.

Let us thus be sure that when
we argue against the use of special
spiritual appellations that we do so
scripturally and logically.

Infants Not “Sinners”

One of the infidel criticisms of
the Old Testament has to do with Is-
rael’s destruction of the Canaanites.
For example, in the taking of pagan Jer-
icho, the Lord’s people were command-
ed to utterly destroy all within the city,
“both man and woman, both young and
old” (Josh. 6:21).

Whereas one might concede
the justice in destroying wicked adults,
the killing of children presents a more
difficult problem.

Some have attempted to ex-
plain this situation upon the basis that
infants are sinners and thus deserve
punishment just as adults do. This is
the approach adopted by Norman Geis-
ler and Ron Brooks in their book, When

Skeptics Ask (Victor, 1989, p. 170).
Psalms 51:5 is cited as proof — “... in
sin did my mother conceive me.” This is
an example of attempting to defend the
moral integrity of God with a broken
sword!

Two points need to be made
here.

First, the Old Testament narra-
tive does not present an insurmounta-
ble problem. God is the author of life
(Acts 17:25), and, consistent with His
plan — which is always for the ultimate
good of mankind — the Lord has the
option of destroying evil civilizations.

Moreover, due to the nature of
the world in which we live, the innocent
sometimes suffer the effects of immoral
actions on the part of others. This is a
necessary price for the privilege of hu-
man freedom.

Too, even though those ancient
children suffered physical consequenc-
es as a result of their parents’ rebellion,
they were not spiritually culpable,
hence, they had the prospect of an ex-
istence much better than this corrupted
realm of sin.

Second, Psalms 51:5 does not
teach that infants are actual sinners.
Rather, the passage asserts that its
author was born into a world that is
tainted with evil, thus, relatively speak-
ing, sin had characterized his entire life.
Hyperbole (exaggeration) is employed
for emphasis.

The language of the passage is
similar to Job’s statement (Job 31:18)
wherein he affirmed that he had cared
for the fatherless and the widow from
his mother’'s womb. (Note how Job us-
es “womb” and “youth” as equivalent
expressions in this verse.)

Moreover, elsewhere the Bible
clearly teaches that children are spiritu-
ally innocent, with attitudes worthy of
emulation (cf. Mt. 18:3; 19:14; 1 Cor.
14:20).

Let us remind ourselves again
that truth can never be defended with
erroneous argumentation. In fact, when
such is attempted, we do the cause of
biblical religion a great disservice. Our
opponents are frequently able to see
through falsely constructed arguments.
They thus assume that the Christian
system is itself specious.

We have a moral obligation to
argue our religious positions
with accuracy and honesty.

-Jackson, Wayne. "Defending the Faith with a Bro-
ken Sword -- Part |." ChristianCourier.com. Access
date: July 18, 2019. https://
www.christiancourier.com/articles/7 12-defending-
the-faith-with-a-broken-sword-part-|



